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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application 2021

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Let's get to know you!

Please provide your work-related Twitter
contact information.

Please provide your work-related Facebook
contact information.

I have co-applicants: No

Best phone number to reach you at: +19727270470

Campus Vaughan Elementary School

Grade(s) 1

Additional Co-Applicants

Campus Vaughan Elementary School

Project Information

Are there any additional funds available for
this grant?

No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Does your grant have a technology
component?

No

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your
grant addresses.

English Language Arts (Elementary) &
Dyslexia

How many students will be involved in this
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grant? 44

Name of Grant I See Me In Books!

Project Information Continued

Provide a brief summary for use on the
Foundation's website and social media.

Reading books that reflect different races and
cultures is important as young children learn to

accept and celebrate the differences in our
world. Having a rich library of multicultural

books where many countries and cultures are
represented will encourage students to

develop a strong sense of self at the same
time that they are learning to be more

inclusive of others.

How will the project or program be
implemented? Describe activities and tasks.

Who is the target population and in what ways
will they benefit?

These books will be used in my first grade
GATE class. First, I plan to use the titles to
augment the Lucy Calkins curriculum and

district read alouds. I can use books with more
culturally diverse characters that reflect the
make up of my room when we are making

predictions, making text connections, making
inferences, asking questions while reading

and retelling the story. I will share the books
with my partner teacher in GATE as well as

the first grade team at Vaughan. Additionally, I
plan to put these titles into my classroom

library so that my students can choose them
for their book boxes. I want them to see

themselves in the books that they read. I have
taught at the GATE Academy since it opened
and many of my students over the years have

been Asian-American. This demographic is
not depicted as widely in quality children's

books or traditionally in read alouds connected
to curriculums like Lucy Calkins. Being able to
read stories with characters whose traditions

and cultures include countries like China,
Korea, Japan, Vietnam and India would be

impactful. Over the years, I have bought books
with multicultural characters but often

African-American or Hispanic characters are
easier to find. I would like to expand on what I

already have and what the district has
provided its teachers to include even more

races and cultures.

It is important that students see themselves
reflected in the books that they read. This
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What is the problem, need or opportunity that
this grant will address? Describe the impact of

this project on your students.

helps to encourage a strong sense of self and
belonging in a larger community. Being able to

relate to books helps students make better
predictions, stronger text connections and

inferences because they can draw upon their
personal experiences. The need for a richer
library of multicultural books is important in a

district like Allen with a culturally rich and
diverse student population.

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project
support? Please provide 2 examples.

1. First grade students are expected to show
their understanding of texts in a variety of

ways throughout the year. The books will be
used along with the following Comprehension
TEKS to monitor progress towards meeting

grade level standards. ELA1.6
Comprehension skills: listening, speaking,

reading, writing, and thinking using multiple
texts. The student uses metacognitive skills to
both develop and deepen comprehension of
increasingly complex texts. The student is

expected to: (A) establish purpose for reading
assigned and self-selected texts with adult

assistance; (B) generate questions about text
before, during, and after reading to deepen

understanding and gain information with adult
assistance; (C) make and correct or confirm

predictions using text features, characteristics
of genre, and structures with adult assistance;

(D) create mental images to deepen
understanding with adult assistance; (E) make
connections to personal experiences, ideas in
other texts, and society with adult assistance;

(F) make inferences and use evidence to
support understanding with adult assistance;

(G) evaluate details to determine what is most
important with adult assistance; (H) synthesize
information to create new understanding with

adult assistance; and (I) monitor
comprehension and make adjustments such
as re-reading, using background knowledge,

checking for visual cues, and asking questions
when understanding breaks down. 2. In Social

Studies, these books will add much needed
variety as we study family and community

customs and traditions. SS 1.14 Culture. The
student understands the importance of family

and community beliefs, language, and
traditions. The student is expected to: (A)
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describe and explain the importance of beliefs,
language, and traditions of families and

communities;

Explain how this idea or project
enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or

existing systems.

Two important parts of the Allen ISD Graduate
Profile include being responsible, engaged

citizens and being academically prepared for
future pursuits. When young children are

exposed to literature that encourages
acceptance and tolerance of all ethnicities and
cultures, they are learning from day one how

to be a good citizen in the community. This will
help them be academically prepared for their
future as they will encounter people whose

views differ from their own and have to be able
to find common ground to work together.

Books teach important lessons in a
non-threatening way. The impact of these

books and lessons will last a lifetime.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

I have a book list compiled and will order the
books as soon as the grant is funded. The

books will be used throughout the year.

What teaching methods will be used to
implement this project?

I will combine Lucy Calkins and Read Aloud
lessons provided from the district with these
multicultural books. Additionally, these books

will be in my classroom library for the students
to read during independent reading time.

Students will be able to use these books to
practice reading comprehension skills during
independent time. I will pull students to my

teacher table for one-on-one and small group
instruction to delve deeper into

comprehension strategies like making
connections and asking questions while
reading. I am excited to think about the

conversations that a reading group can have
as they ask questions about a culture that they
aren't familiar with or the pride that a student

will feel when their culture or tradition is
highlighted in a book and they can tell about

their personal experiences.

What specific measurements will be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the project?

I will use district provided think sheets to
monitor reading comprehension after a read
aloud. When students have these books in
their book boxes, I will Reading Response

Logs to monitor their progress. Lucy Calkins
has an opinion writing unit. I will pair these

books with opinion writing in the form of book
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reviews. That will meet a TEK and will let me
informally gauge what my students think of the

new books.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 488.68

Almost done!

Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item
to be

purchased
under
item

category:

Book List Link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1M-u5k7Q4OR8dKPn_v7VOKhkWB_MbKaSotPCJHPn8uOA/edit?usp=sharing

Unit Cost 488.68

Quantity 1

Total cost
of items in

this
category:

488.68


